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Today, we enjoy a rich and unique Singapore
Chinese culture due to our multicultural society.
| am heartened to see many individuals and
organisations working tirelessly in their fields
to promote, enrich, transmit and develop our
Singapore Chinese culture.

The Singapore Chinese Cultural Contribution
Award (SCCCA) conferred by the Singapore
Chinese Cultural Centre (SCCC) is not just an
accolade, but a testament to the significant
contributions  made by individuals and
organisations in promoting and enriching our
Singapore Chinese culture. It is a recognition
of their tireless efforts and a symbol of
the high esteem they have won from the
Chinese community.

My heartiest congratulations to dance veteran
Mdm Yan Choong Lian and Nine Years Theatre
for being conferred this year's SCCCA individual
and organisation categories, respectively. Their
exemplary dedication and drive to promote and
nurture the Singapore Chinese culture have
paved the way for many Singaporeans, including
the younger generation, to learn and appreciate
our unique cultural legacy. My sincere thanks
to the judging panel led by Mr Lim Jim Koon for
making the final shortlist and upholding the high
standards of this award.

| trust that Mdm Yan and Nine Years
Theatre’s commendable examples will inspire
many others to promote and keep the Singapore
Chinese culture lively and vibrant.
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Ms Low Yen Ling

Minister of State, Ministry of Culture,

Community and Youth &
Ministry of Trade and Industry
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Launched in 2017, the Singapore Chinese
Cultural Contribution Award (SCCCA] is an
annual award conferred on individuals and
organisations who have contributed to the
promotion, enrichment and development of
Chinese Singaporean culture.

My warmest congratulations to recipients
of this year’s SCCCA - Mdm Yan Choong Lian
(Individual Category) and Nine Years Theatre
(Organisation Category). They have been
promoting and transmitting our unique Chinese
Singaporean culture in their respective fields
and are most deserving of this award.

Mdm Yan is the founder of Dance Ensemble
Singapore (DES), one of Singapore’s top
contemporary Chinese dance companies. At the
helm as Artistic Director, she strives to nurture
young talents and promote the Nanyang style of
Chinese dance.

Nine Years Theatre is a local Mandarin theatre
company which celebrates multi-culturalism in
Singapore. Through high quality performances,
Nine Years Theatre has grown to become one of
the key players in the local theatre scene.

It was no easy task selecting the final
recipients from a pool of outstanding nominees.
I would like to extend my gratitude to the Judging
Panel Chairman Mr Lim Jim Koon and panel
members for their hard work.

Nominations for next year’s SCCCA are
now open and | urge the community to give
recognition to the worthy proponents of our local
Chinese culture.

Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre
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The Singapore Chinese Cultural Contribution
Award (SCCCA] recognises outstanding individuals
and organisations who have made extraordinary
contributions to the promotion, enrichment and
development of Chinese Singaporean culture.

We received 33 nominations this year - with
21 nominations for individuals and 12 nominations
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Mr Lim Jim Koon
Chairman, Judging Panel

for organisations. 60% of all nominations were
submitted for the first time, the highest of all time.

As Chairman of the Judging Panel, | would
like to congratulate the recipients of this year’s
SCCCA - Mdm Yan Choong Lian and Nine
Years Theatre.

Mdm Yan's career in dance started in 1972
before venturing into dance choreography in 1980.
As a choreographer, she was involved in various
local and overseas projects and represented
Singapore over the years on numerous cultural
missions to USA, Europe, Hong Kong, Indonesia,
Philippines, Thailand, Brunei and Malaysia. Her
passion and talent in dance led to the founding
of Yan Choong Lian Dance Troupe in 1988,
and subsequently the establishment of Dance
Ensemble Singapore (DES) in 1993. In 2004, she
established DES Arts, a contemporary Chinese
dance company, and constantly promoted the
Nanyang style of Chinese Dance.

Dedicated to creating  high-quality
performances that are deeply relevant and
culturally layered, Nine Years Theatre believes
in the uniqueness of local Chinese culture and
aspires to celebrate the multi-cultural identity
of the Chinese Singaporean through theatre.
Nine Years Theatre has not only invested in
the training of actors, but also offers classes
on Mandarin diction to the community and
nurtures future audiences who will appreciate
the beauty of the Chinese language by exposing
the young to Mandarin theatre.

| thank the fellow members of the Judging
Panel for their effort. The open call for
nominations for next year's SCCCA are now
open and | hope to see active nominations from
the local Chinese community to recognise the
efforts of our local Chinese arts and cultural
practitioners and organisations.

Singapore Chinese Cultural Contribution Award
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Arrival of Guest of Honour

Ms Low Yen Ling

Minister of State, Ministry of Culture, Community
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Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre
“Cultural Extravaganza” Opening Speeches
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Singapore Chinese Cultural Contribution
Award Prize Presentation
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Performance “The Pawned Wife”
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SINGAPORE CHINESE CULTURAL
CONTRIBUTION AWARD

For more information, please visit [ EH/ELTE] LI« T RS T ool o7.Y)

Conferred by the Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre (SCCC), the Singapore Chinese
Cultural Contribution Award (SCCCA] recognises individuals and organisations from
various cultural fields, who have made outstanding contributions to the promotion,
enrichment, and development of Chinese Singaporean culture.

Selection Criteria
The Judging Panel shall evaluate nominees based on the following criteria:

Cultural promotion efforts Transmission of tradition

Dedication and recogpnition in the field l Innovation and breakthrough
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INDIVIDUAL CATEGORY RECIPIENT

YAN CHOONG LIAN

Mdm Yan Choong Lian began her dance
career in 1972 and joined the National
Dance Company of Singapore in 1975,
where she had principal roles in ‘Cowherd
and Maiden’, ‘Story of Wang Hek’, ‘Farewell
to a Warrior' and many other dances.
In 1980, Mdm Yan ventured into dance
choreography, adopting a revolutionary
approach by experimenting different dance
styles and forms. She was also conferred
the National Youth Award in 1983 and the
Japanese Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (JCCI) Singapore Foundation
Award in 1994 for her dedication towards
upgrading the professionalism of dance
in Singapore. With the aid of the Cultural
Foundation Fund, she was able to further
her studies and improve her dance
techniques in Hong Kong and Beijing.

As a choreographer, she was involved in
various local and overseas projects, such as
the ASEAN Dance Festival, the Singapore
Dance Festival, as well as many other major
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performances on the national level. She has
also represented Singapore over the years
on numerous cultural missions to USA,
Europe, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Philippines,
Thailand, Brunei and Malaysia.

Mdm Yan has always been playing an
active role as an arts educator to promote
dance in the community and to nurture
young talents. Her passion and talent in
dance, together with her capabilities and
commitments, have led to the founding of
Yan Choong Lian Dance Troupe in 1988,
and subsequently the establishment of
Dance Ensemble Singapore on 7 July 1993.
In 2004, she established a contemporary
Chinese dance company, known as DES
Arts. Under her steadfast and able directive,
the Ensemble has participated in numerous
major local events like Festival of Arts and
National Day and Chingay parades. In 2020,
Mdm Yan was awarded the Pingat Bakti
Masyarakat (PBM] public service medal for
her contributions.
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ORGANISATION
CATEGORY RECIPIENT

An award-winning Singapore Mandarin
theatre company, Nine Years Theatre (NYT)
is dedicated to the creation of high-quality
performances. NYT sees Chinese culture
as the foundation of its work but not the
centre of its practice. It believes in the
uniqueness of local Chinese culture and
aspires to recognise and celebrate the
multicultural identity of the Singaporean
Chinese through theatre.

NYT  tells stories  through live
performances that remind us of our
humanity. Fluid in scale and genre, NYT
creates performances ranging from original
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plays and transcreations, to interdisciplinary
and international collaborations. NYT strives
to entertain audiences in ways that are
honest and thoughtful. Its work is recognised
for being relatable and culturally layered,
possessing deep sensibilities that speak
to audiences from all backgrounds. Over
the years, NYT has won 15 out of the 38
nominations at the “Life! Theatre Awards”,
including 4 “Best Director” and 2 “Production
of the Year” awards.

In 2012, NYT presented their first
performance Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?,
followed by Twelve Angry Men in 2013 and



ART in 2014, making them the first local
theatre company to be commissioned for
three consecutive years by Esplanade -
Theatres on the Bay to present works at
the annual Huayi - Chinese Festival of
Arts. In 2022, NYT created Between You and
Me for the Huayi Festival, an original play
based on familial ties in a Singaporean
family. Because of its popularity, a sequel
Everything For You was created two years
later for the Huayi Festival in 2024.

In 2017, NYT was supported by
Centre42 to transcreate Cultural Medallion
writer Yeng Pway Ngon's seminal novel Art
Studio for the stage, the work was later
commissioned by Singapore International
Festival of Arts (SIFA) as the opening
programme for the festival that year. In
2021, NYT collaborated with the renowned
SITI Company from New York to create a
hybrid version of Chekhov's Three Sisters
at SIFA 2020/21.

NYT collaborated with local contemporary
dance company T.H.E Dance Company in 2018
and created Cut Kafka! for Huayi Festival.
In 2022, it co-created Windward Side of
the Mountain - a multi-disciplinary, site-
specific artistic collaboration with T.H.E
Dance Company (dance) and SAtheCollective
(music), commissioned by Singapore Chinese
Cultural Centre.

Besides presenting Three Sisters in
collaboration with SITI Company from
New York, NYT has also collaborated with
many other international counterparts
to present works overseas. After its
successful premiéré at Huayi 2012, NYT
performed Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
at the Macau Arts Festival a year later. In
2018, NYT co-produced Pissed Julie with
Macau Arts Festival, and performed the
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play in both Macau and Singapore. In 2023,
NYT collaborated with Hsing Legend Youth
Theatre, the youth wing of Contemporary
Legend Theatre in Taiwan, and presented
Immortal Variables, an original play which
was performed in both Taipei and Singapore.

Since the beginning, NYT has been
invested in the training of actors. Persistent
training allows actors to tap into their inner
potential, enhancing their change to NYT's
ability to exude strength, depth, and creativity
on stage. This belief in persistent training also
serves as a reminder of their commitment
to the arts. The company's foundational
trainings include Suzuki Method of Actor
Training and Viewpoints, which focus on
training the performer’s body and mind. On
top of that, NYT offers classes on Mandarin
Diction, Speech Techniques, Directing and
Acting to the community.

NYT strives to continuously engage the
audience. It believes that audiences should
not merely consume art, but also be offered
the opportunity to discuss art. As such,
they created the signature Drink and Talk
sessions - a casual post-show dialogue over
drinks - which are held after every single
performance whenever circumstances allow.

NYT is also embarking on a “Theatre
for Young Audience” journey. Through this,
NYT hopes to nurture future audiences who
will appreciate the beauty of the Mandarin
language by exposing them to Singapore
Mandarin theatre from a young age.

Nine Years Theatre Ltd is a registered
charity with Institute of Public Character
status supported by the National Arts
Council under the Major Company scheme
since 2016.
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TROPHY DESIGN

Inspired by the Chinese cross knot, the
Four-Coloured Knot of Chinese Culture is
made of interlocking strips of jade using
the concept of the mortise-and-tenon
joint from ancient Chinese architecture.

The three-dimensional structure signifies
the profound aspects of Chinese culture.
The final stainless-steel strip is inserted
through the cross-knot configuration
to complete the mortise-and-tenon
structure, symbolising the spirit of
cultural inheritance and continuity
through generations. Trophy is designed
by local sculptor, Yeo Chee Kiong.
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Goh Boon Teck
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Tay Teow Kiat
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Liang Wern Fook

2019 MK
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2018 ZFEfF
Lee Yuk Chuan
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Nam Hwa Opera

2022 B EBEZA

Young People’s Performing Arts Ensemble

2021 SKEREDZ

The Theatre Practice

2019 #ZH
Ding Yi Music Company

2018 #MMEERME

Singapore Association of Writers

2017 MREFFL

Siong Leng Musical Association
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