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2023 marks the 6™ edition of the Singapore
Chinese Cultural Contribution Award (SCCCA). A
prestigious accolade conferred by the Singapore
Chinese Cultural Centre (SCCC), SCCCA
recognises both individuals and organisations
from the arts and culture sector who have
made exceptional contributions towards the
promotion, transmission, enrichment, and
development of Singapore Chinese culture.

Since its opening in 2017, SCCC has played
an important role in developing and promoting
the unique Singapore Chinese culture that is
rooted and shaped by our multicultural society.
SCCC collaborates with arts and cultural groups
to showcase and promote Singapore Chinese
culture which enriches our common and shared
heritage. The SCCCA is an important award
that recognises and celebrates the outstanding
contributions of our cultural practitioners.
Through their efforts, our arts and culture
landscape continues to flourish and inspire us,
and strengthens our sense of belonging and
national identity.

| would like to congratulate the recipients
of this year’'s award - director, playwright and
designer, Mr Goh Boon Teck, and Teochew Opera
Company, Nam Hwa Opera, for their invaluable
contributions towards the promotion of our
Singapore Chinese culture, and for nurturing
the next generation of practitioners. | would also
like to express my appreciation to the judging
panel, led by Mr Lim Jim Koon, for maintaining
the high standards of this prestigious award.

| wish SCCC and the SCCCA judging panel
continued success in the coming years.

EiRIESE

X X R B FABICHE
BEEE K

Mr Edwin Tong

Minister For Culture, Community and
Youth & Second Minister for Law
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Mr Ng Siew Quan
Chairman,
Singapore Chinese
Cultural Centre

Singapore Chinese Cultural Contribution
Award (SCCCA] was first launched in 2017
with the opening of Singapore Chinese
Cultural Centre (SCCC). SCCCA is conferred
on individuals and organisations who have
contributed to the promotion, enrichment and
development of Chinese Singaporean culture.

Marking its 6™ edition this year, we are glad
to have Mr Goh Boon Teck and Nam Hwa Opera
Limited as the individual and organisation award
recipients.

Mr Goh Boon Teck is currently the Chief Artistic
Director of Singapore’s renowned bilingual theatre
company, Toy Factory Productions Ltd. His works
carry strong Singapore flavours including his
successful Mandarin production, 887 The Musical,
which was a tribute to the uniquely Singaporean
phenomenon of getai.

Celebrating its 60" anniversary this vyear,
Nam Hwa Opera has grown into one of
Singapore’s most prominent and prolific Teochew
opera companies that holds frequent workshops
and outreach performances at schools and
community spaces.

| would like to congratulate Mr Goh Boon Teck
and Nam Hwa Opera on receiving the 6" SCCCA
and at the same time, extend my gratitude to the
Judging Panel Chairman Mr Lim Jim Koon as well
as all members of the panel for their hard work in
making the final shortlist.

Nominations for the upcoming 7" SCCCA
are now open. We look forward to receiving more
nominations so as to recognise our deserving
cultural heroes.
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This is the 6™ year of the Singapore Chinese
Cultural Contribution Award (SCCCA] which
recognises and commends outstanding individuals
and organisations who have made extraordinary
contributions to the promotion, enrichment and
development of Chinese Singaporean culture.

| am honoured to take over this term as the
Chairman of the Judging Panel. | would like to
thank the previous panel chairman Professor
Eddie Kuo for his past efforts and look forward
to his guidance as Special Advisor to the panel.
| would also like to extend my appreciation to
judges Mr Paul Tan and Professor Quah Sy Ren
who will now pass on the baton to Mr Low Eng
Teong and Mr Choo Thiam Siew.

We received 30 nominations this year - with
22 nominations for individuals and 8 nominations
for organisations. 47% of all nominations were
submitted for the first time.

My heartiest congratulations to the recipients
of this year's SCCCA - Mr Goh Boon Teck and
Nam Hwa Opera Limited.

Having founded theatre company Toy
Factory Productions Ltd in 1990, Mr Goh Boon
Teck has contributed greatly to the local arts
scene and brought Singapore’s theatrical works
to Asia and beyond. Through Toy Factory, Mr
Goh also launched the playwright incubation
programme “The Wright Stuff” in 2017 to
mentor and groom emerging talents in theatre.

Standing by its mission to preserve, develop
and promote traditional Teochew opera in
Singapore, Nam Hwa Opera has presented
traditional works as well as experimented with
and incorporated new technologies to engage
audiences. Going beyond Singapore, Nam Hwa
Opera has also brought our local Teochew opera to
places like South Korea and Cambodia, including
Guangdong - the artform’s birthplace in China.

We have started the open call for nominations
for the 7®" SCCCA. | look forward to support
from the local Chinese community to nominate
deserving candidates from our pool of arts and
cultural practitioners and organisations.
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Arrival of Guest of Honour

Ms Low Yen Ling

Minister of State, Ministry of Culture, Community
and Youth & Ministry of Trade and Industry

WIS LERE ST R " AR AT
Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre “Cultural
Extravaganza” Opening Speeches

/
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Presentation of the 6th Singapore
Chinese Cultural Contribution Award

¥ 2023 FRIEH: (5E)

Cultural Extravaganza 2023 Opening
Performance: Present Past
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SINGAPORE CHINESE
CULTURAL CONTRIBUTION AWARD

For more information, please visit QU] S/ELTE LI L] B T4 o eV

Conferred by the Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre (SCCC), the Singapore Chinese
Cultural Contribution Award (SCCCA) recognises individuals and organisations from
various cultural fields, who have made outstanding contributions to the promotion,
enrichment, and development of Chinese Singaporean culture.

Selection Criteria
The Judging Panel shall evaluate nominees based on the following criteria:

Cultural promotion efforts Transmission of tradition

Dedication and recognition in the field

Innovation and breakthrough
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Goh Boon Teck is currently the Chief
Artistic Director of Singapore’s renowned
bilingual theatre company, Toy Factory
Productions Ltd. He was also the youngest
Creative Director of Singapore’s National
Day Parade at 35 years old in 2007, and
Creative Director of Singapore Day in
Shanghai in 2011.

Boon Teck's works carry strong
Singaporean flavours. For instance,
December Rains (2010) is a touching

musical about love in the 1950s; and
White Soliloquy (2010) is a biographical
play about one of the Singapore’s greatest
actors in local entertainment scene. Boon
Teck staged two instalments of Masters
of Comedy as opening shows of SCCC's
Cultural Extravaganza, which paid tribute
to iconic local comedians (2018) and
highlighted the five major dialect groups in
Singapore (2021). He also partnered with
Singapore Chinese Orchestra to produce
multi-disciplinary works such as Songs of
Liu Sanjie (2018), Thunderstorm (2005) and
Savage Land (2015).

To spark the public’s interest in theatre,
Boon Teck has used well-known classics
and pop culture, such as Chinese classical
play A Dream Under the Southern Bough
(SIFA 2018, 2019 and 2021) and popular
movie 881 The Musical (2011).
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Boon Teck has brought Singapore’s
theatrical productions works to Asia
and beyond. Titoudao - which he wrote
and directed in 1994 - travelled to Cairo,
Shanghai, Beijing and Hangzhou. Glass
Anatomy (2014) was the first Singaporean
Mandarin musical to be staged in China
at the Shanghai Cultural Square. His
original play Prism (2003) was performed
in Tokyo, Jakarta, Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur
and Manila. Other touring productions
include Spirits (2009) performed at the
International Theatre Festival in Veliky
Novgorod, Russia; The Crab Flower Club
(2010) in Beijing; K (2012) in Shanghai;
and Innamorati (2017) in Beijing.

Beyond achieving new heights in his
productions, Boon Teck is also passionate
about grooming the next generation
of theatre practitioners. Under his
leadership, Toy Factory had launched the
playwright incubation programme “The
Wright Stuff” in 2017 to provide one-to-one
mentorship for emerging talents in their
pursuit for artistic excellence. The “Direct
Entry” is an entry programme to nurture
more theatre directors in Singapore by
providing opportunities for them to stage
and direct scripts of their choice.
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Foundedin 1963 by avid fans of Teochew
opera, Nam Hwa Opera (NHO) has grown
into one of Singapore’s most prominent
and prolific Teochew opera companies.
NHO celebrates its 60" anniversary in
2023. NHO is also home to Nam Hwa
Teochew Music Ensemble and Yeo Khee
Lim Teochew Culture Research Centre.

NHO mission is to preserve, develop,
and promote traditional Teochew opera




as an important heritage of Singapore,
while championing artistic excellence in
Teochew opera. NHO holds numerous
workshops and outreach performances
to provide public access to Teochew opera
at schools, community spaces, voluntary
welfare organisations and other charitable
institutions. They also offer courses for
children and adults in Teochew opera and
make-up, Teochew musical instruments
and conversational Teochew.
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Alongside presentations of classics
from the traditional repertoire, NHO
also boldly experiments with new genres
and technologies to enhance audience
engagement and experiences. NHO
promotes local Teochew opera through
international performances and cultural
exchanges, and has performed in countries
such as South Korea, Cambodia, Malaysia
and Germany, as well as Guangdong - the
artform’s birthplace in China.
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TROPHY DESIGN

THE FOUR-COLOURED KNOT
OF CHINESE CULTURE

Inspired by the Chinese cross knot, the
Four-Coloured Knot of Chinese Culture is
made of interlocking strips of jade using the
concept of the mortise-and-tenon joint from
ancient Chinese architecture.

The three-dimensional structure signifies
the profound aspects of Chinese culture.
The final stainless-steel strip is inserted
through the cross-knot configuration to
complete the mortise-and-tenon structure,
symbolising the spirit of cultural inheritance
and continuity through generations. Trophy is
designed by local sculptor, Yeo Chee Kiong.
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LBV
Han Lao Da

FEE
Lee Yuk Chuan

[EIZ VN
Kua Bak Lim

Liang Wern Fook

#BEAH
Tay Teow Kiat
A {32
ORGANISATION
CATEGORY
MRE R

Siong Leng Musical Association

MR B

Singapore Association of Writers

WZHE
Ding Yi Music Company

KB

The Theatre Practice

B HBEZA
Young People’s Performing Arts Ensemble
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Professor Eddie Kuo Chen Yu
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Chairman Members

WEEEE N BIEE X Lt
Mr Lim Jim Koon Mr Low Eng Teong Ms Woo Mun Ngan
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BEHEEZ LT KE L RRFTTE
Ms Quek Yeng Yeng Mr Teo Han Wue Mr Choo Thiam Siew
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre
would like to express our appreciation to
the following

Judging Panel

Those who have contributed to the
Award in one way or another
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